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"they have no more patriotism than the Gypsies1/'
Such a lack of public spirit among public men is a
real danger to the good government of the country.
This disparagement of our public men is not con-
fined to foreigners. It is at least an element in the
contempt for politics and politicians which is so
often openly expressed by soldiers and practical
men; they seem to regard members of parliament
as mere talkers who are playing for their own hand,
and not really doing their best for the country as
a whole. Nor can this be treated as entirely a recent
development. Walpole said of his opponents;
"Every one of them has his price"; and It might
probably have been said with equal truth of his
friends.

tj Partisanship is a similar mischief which en-
dangers the political life of the United States;
the enthusiasm which should be directed to the
Common Weal is apt to be dissipated in mere
party spirit. The parties consist, at their core, of
men who hope to obtain office or the rewards of
office, and who are successful in rallying round
them a body of supporters; but this partisanship is
in danger of eating into the national concern for
the Common Weal2. The sovereign State is a strong
and efficient instrument for carrying out the general
will, when it has come to a decision; but every as-
sertion of self-interest, in disregard of the general

1  Morning Post, 13 Feb. 1915, p. 6.

2  Ostrogorson, Democracy, p. 76.